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Easter Edition,  April 2020 

St. Matthias Parish 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

This Holy Week and Easter Sunday will have a very different feel this year. We will not be having our normal Easter celebrations. We will be 
hopefully continuing to follow social distancing for our safety and the safety of others. With most of us having extra time on our hands, this is a 
great opportunity to focus more than ever on the spiritual aspects of the Easter Triduum.  
 

On April 9, we begin the Easter Triduum. It is the most sacred time in the Christian calendar, and the summit of the Church's liturgical year, 
when we commemorate the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. If you’re not familiar with what the Triduum is or why it’s important, this 
year is a great time to learn.  The word triduum comes from Latin roots, meaning “the three days” or “a period of three days” because it starts 
on the evening of Holy Thursday and lasts until the evening of Easter Sunday.  As we commemorate the death and resurrection of Jesus, the 
liturgies of the Triduum draw us into the Paschal Mystery – that in dying Christ destroyed death, and by rising He restored life. 
 

Holy Thursday begins the Triduum recalling the last supper and the founding of the Eucharist. After that Mass, we spend the evening with 
Christ in his agony in the garden. We will be having Mass that night at 7:00pm and it will be streamed on Facebook, YouTube and Twitch.  
 

The next day we celebrate Good Friday. On that day, we remember the 6 hours, from 9:00am to 3:00pm, Jesus suffered on the cross and died 
for our sins. St. Matthias Parish has recently developed the tradition of celebrating our Good Friday Service at 7:00pm to accommodate those 
who work. This year we will continue this tradition and the service will be live streamed on Facebook, YouTube and Twitch. 
 

This leads to the highest liturgy of the year, the Easter Vigil on the evening of Holy Saturday.  Our celebration will be at 8:00pm. The liturgy  
begins with readings about salvation history from the Old Testament leading to the culmination of salvation in Christ and the celebrating of the 
lighting of the Paschal Candle. Holy water is then blessed and the Eucharist is joyfully celebrated. Usually those candidates in our RCIA process 
are welcomed into the church through the sacraments at this liturgy but social distancing will prevent that at this particular celebration.   
 

Our Easter Mass will be celebrated on Sunday at 10:00am. This completes the Triduum celebrations. Easter Sunday begins the Octave of Easter 
also known as Eastertide. Each day of the week after Easter Sunday is celebrated with the joy of Easter. We will be having Mass during the 
weekdays at 8:00am. Again all of the Octave of Easter liturgies will be live streamed. 
 

For many of us, this is a very special time of the church year where we conclude our Lenten traditions and come together to journey through 
the Triduum with special liturgies and opportunities for prayer and reflection.  This year is different, but still incredibly special.  This is the year 
to take advantage of our time at home.  This is the year to invite family and friends to Mass with you virtually.  This is the year to learn more 
about Jesus’ path to his ultimate resurrection.  This is the year to make the 3 days of the Triduum a new tradition for you and your family.  In 
this newsletter is a booklet with the Triduum Liturgies’ Collect (Opening Prayer), Prayer after Communion (Closing Prayer) and a short reflection 
on each.  I hope you find these helpful as you take this journey with your parish family this Triduum.   
 

Finally, may the joy of the resurrection of Christ enlighten your heart and brighten your life. 
 

Happy Easter, 
 

Fr. Jim Wozniak  



Jerry Hendrickson, a longtime parishioner at St. Matthias recently posted the following to 

friends and family on Facebook. A reminder to continue to use your gifts as you safely can to 

serve one another. In this instance, Jerry recognizes the need for technological support as 

many families now are working and schooling from home...  
 

With the world on lock down, I'd like to help those in need. If your work is making you work from 

home, and you need help setting up a "workstation" let me know.  
 

I'd also recommend that if you are blessed with skills that could help others, use them in these 

times. Make the world a better place, start with people close to you. 

A Message from Pastoral Associate, Jackie Gentry 

OUR CHURCH BUILDING MAY BE CLOSED… BUT THE CHURCH IS VERY MUCH OPEN… 
OPEN TO CONTINUING TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER AND TO SERVE OUR LORD 

 

Serve one another humbly in love - Galatians 5:13   
 

St. John Chrysostom, while preaching about Matthews Gospel reminds us to honor Christ’s body not only in the  
Eucharist but also on the streets.  He encourages us to take our mission outside of the church doors and into the homes of 
our neighbor. Covid 19 has closed the doors of many businesses, churches and homes for many days now and yet the 
Church, our Church, our parish family continues to serve one another and therefore serve our Lord with humble acts of 
charity and love.  Here are just a few examples of that love... 

Dr. Cathleen Mok, Parishioner 
Dr. Cathleen Mok saw a need to present facts and dispel myths on the Covid 19 pandemic. As a 

result used social media as a platform to help friends and community members learn about the 

virus and ask questions to help ease their minds and make safe decisions for themselves and 

their families. Here Dr. Mok describes her desire to help... 
 

When I opened my practice, Envision Health, only three months ago, I never thought it would  

already be shuttered due to a pandemic. While my patients and I talk via text and phone calls,  

I wanted to be able to get accurate medical information out to them. I was reading so much on  

social media and wanted a chance to dispel some of the myths and be able to address some of 

their concerns. It was while watching a colleague on Facebook that I realized this would be a  

vehicle for me to use to help. 

Liz Ingoldsby, Parishioner 
 

In Proverbs 3:27 it says: 

Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act. Last 

week a friend who is an ER nurse in NYC reached out to me and asked me to make her some 

masks, since the need was so great. I mailed her 50 masks. From that it has just exploded.  

I realized the need within NWI and have made and donated over 200 masks to area hospitals, 

doctors, health care workers and community members. This is just a small act of kindness I 

can do within our Christ filled community. 

 

For even the son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.  - MARK 10:45  

Becky Ruiz-Harbinson, CCAP, CRS, Parishioner 

Becky is part of a Community Disaster preparedness group, trained in disaster response and  

recovery and active in working with the local organizations responding to this disaster. During 

this COVID-19 Pandemic they are working to keep the community informed of the updated  

resources available. They are working to identify where basic needs such as food are needed and 

are working to connect the elderly and at risk population with the food resources. Many food 

pantries are staffed by elderly volunteers and during this crisis she is finding that those re-

sources are not able to assist due to their age and health concerns. Those in need or those  

interested in finding out how they can help can email director@nwi-ca.org  or call  

219-794-1829, press 1 to leave a message in the general mailbox or visit www.nwi-ca.com and 

click on the chat box to leave a message. 

B E F D S A D E P R  

R E Y S E O J A J O  

N Y O R N A L T E I  

B R L K E M T Q S V  

C B E O S Y G H U A  

Q Y Z C H L A I S S  

R E T S A E I R E B  

D U C R O W N J P M  

X T A N E S I R C O  

CROSS   CROWN   DEATH   DONKEY  EASTER    HOLY   
JESUS   PALMS   PRAYER   RISEN   SAVIOR  TOMB 

Find the Holy Week words. 

 Look up, down, across, diagonally, and backwards. 

 

Across  

1 Holy _______is the day that commemorates the Last Supper when  
       Jesus instituted the Holy Eucharist. 
 
4. This disciple betrayed Jesus.  

6. On the ____day Jesus rose again.  

7. The first day of Holy Week is _____Sunday.  

9. On _____Sunday, we celebrate Jesus' resurrection.  

11. Jesus died on the cross for our _____.  

12. The priest wears this color on Good Friday.  

13. Jesus was forced to wear a crown of ______.  

15. Jesus passed a cup of wine saying "This is my _______ given up for  
      you."  
 
16. The name of the woman who discovered that Jesus' tomb was empty  
       is ______Magdalene. 
  
Down  

2. On Holy Saturday, the church awaits Jesus' ____________.  

3. Easter _____ is held the evening before Easter Sunday and means  
    "keeping awake to watch and pray."  
 
5. The meal that Jesus and His disciples shared before His arrest and  
    crucifixion is called the Last________.  
 
8. Good ______is the day in which Catholics commemorate the crucifixion 
    of Jesus.  
 
10. Latin word meaning 3 days; 3 days starting with Holy Thursday and 
      ending with Easter Vigil. 

Color the Easter Eggs 

RED is for the blood He gave 

GREEN is for palms they waved 

is for the  so bright 

ORANGE is for the edge of night 

BLACK is for the sins we made 

BLUE is for the grace He gave 

PURPLE is for His hour of sorrow   

      PINK is for our      

new tomorrow  

mailto:director@nwi-ca.org
http://www.nwi-ca.com


EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
At the Mass during the Day 
 

Collect: 
O God, who on this day, 
through your Only Begotten Son, 
have conquered death 
and unlocked for us the path to eternity, 
grant, we pray, that we who keep 
the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection 
may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, 
rise up in the light of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
Reflection: 
We gather today after having celebrated with great joy the preceding days of the Paschal Triduum. The rituals of those 
days and especially the time spent at the Easter Vigil are still ringing in our ears and filling our hearts. The brightness of 
a new day dawning give us another image of Christ conquering death and rising to new life. We have become witnesses 
to the conquering in our lives of the items that bring death to our souls. The light of this first day of the week enables us 
to renew with great exhortation our own Baptism and the rising of our lives into the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection. 
Our path to eternity has been opened and we step upon it with feet prepared to walk stronger and braver into living 
out the way of life modeled for us by Christ and fortified by the Spirit. Our days of Lenten and Paschal Triduum  
experiences have been well spent. We rest in the risen Lord ready to be raised up into the light of life. 
 
Prayer: 
Risen Lord, pour into our hearts the joy of the vision of being with you for ever in eternity  
as we go walking strongly on the path leading us into the light of life. 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
Look upon your Church, O God, 
with unfailing love and favor, 
so that, renewed by the paschal mysteries, 
she may come to the glory of the resurrection. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Reflection: 
Apart from Easter Evening Prayer to be celebrated later in the day, this Prayer after Communion text becomes the final 
prayer of the Church’s celebration of the Paschal Triduum. The object of the prayer’s concern is the Church. It is a 
Church which has held in sacred memory the paschal mysteries, welcomed new members into its company, and  
renewed baptismal vows after Lenten penance. As the climax of these works of God, which re-present God’s “unfailing 
love and favor,” the Church has now brought them to completion by sharing Holy Communion in the Easter Eucharist. It 
is also a Church about to be sent forth to witness to the Paschal Mystery of Christ in the way its members live each day. 
The prayer summarizes concisely all the Church has celebrated and asks to be empowered with the unfailing love and 
favor contained in the Easter Sacrament of the Eucharist. We do not presume God’s love and favor. The praying  
community asks that God’s graciousness will continue with us until we come to all that is promised to us in the Death 
and Resurrection of Christ and in our communion with him. 
 
Prayer: 
Gracious God, who renews your Church in every age, may we live each day in the light and life of 
Easter until we come into their fullness with your risen Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THURSDAY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
At the Evening Mass 
 

Collect: 
O God, who have called us to participate 
in this most sacred Supper, 
in which your Only Begotten Son, 
when about to hand himself over to death, 
entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity, 
the banquet of his love, 
grant, we pray, 
that we may draw from so great a mystery, 
the fullness of charity and of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection: 
This Collect was newly composed following the Second Vatican Council. The rather complex text professes that Jesus, 
God’s “Only Begotten Son”, entrusted the Church with the Eucharist as he handed himself over to death and giving his 
Church the new and eternal sacrifice. We petition God, asking that by our participation in this great mystery, we  
become the “fullness of charity and of life.” And as Christ so loved the world and gave himself so that others may have 
eternal life, we, too, with the grace of this sacrament, can become the love of Christ for others, that “fullness of 
charity and of life”. God calls us to participate in this “most sacred Supper.” In doing so, we encounter the Risen Lord in 
his Paschal Mystery. It is here that we die with Christ in order to become a new creation, the fullness of his 
love. 
 

Prayer: 
Loving God, we thank you for the gift of Jesus your Son in the sacred banquet of your love.  
May the grace of this Eucharist produce the abundant fruit of charity in us for your greater honor and glory. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Grant, almighty God, 
that, just as we are renewed 
by the Supper of your Son in this present age, 
so we may enjoy his banquet for all eternity. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection: 
As the entire Church celebrates this most sacred meal, commemorating Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples, we are 
keenly aware of the power this meal has had over the centuries. For nearly two thousand years, we have gathered 
around the table of the Lord and have been renewed in faith. Through thanksgiving, remembering, breaking, and  
sharing of the one bread and the one cup, our hope in the Paschal Mystery is renewed. We know the sacrifice of Christ, 
his dying and his rising, has saved and set us free. 
On this night, we celebrate the gift of the Eucharist in this time and place and, yet, we pray that we might have a share 
in the heavenly banquet for all eternity. Not only are we renewed for the work of the Gospel here on earth, we look  
forward to that day when we will gather around the table of the heavenly banquet, joining our brothers and sisters who 
have gone before us in a song of eternal praise. 
 

Prayer: 
Lord, ever grateful for the gift of the Eucharist, renew our hearts and minds that we may be confident in 
your saving love and proclaim your goodness to all the world. May we patiently await the day when we 
will see you face to face at your eternal banquet. 
 



FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD [GOOD FRIDAY] 
The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Prayer: 
Remember your mercies, O Lord, 
and with your eternal protection sanctify your servants, 
for whom Christ your Son, 
by the shedding of his Blood, 
established the Paschal Mystery. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection: 
Part of this text may be found in a Lenten Entrance Antiphon in the Missal used prior to the Second Vatican Council. This 
Collect, however, is newly composed for the Roman Missal, Third Edition. Drawing from Psalm 25, the prayer begins with 
a plea for God’s compassion on us. On this day, when the particular focus is on the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, the Son of 
God, on his Passion and Death, we feel most vulnerable. If this death on the cross can happen to God’s own Son, what 
will we have to face? This fear is assuaged in this prayer by the reassurance of God’s “eternal protection”. With the  
intensity of this celebration, we express our faith that, by the blood of the Cross, we may indeed be sanctified and  
experience the fullness of the Paschal Mystery. 
 

Prayer: 
Merciful God, just as your Son Jesus gave himself over to death for our salvation, give us the courage to 
turn our very selves over to you for guidance and sanctification. Help us to know that in our darkest 
hours we will come to know your healing touch. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Almighty ever-living God, 
who have restored us to life 
by the blessed Death and Resurrection of your Christ, 
preserve in us the work of your mercy, 
that, by partaking of this mystery, 
we may have a life unceasingly devoted to you. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Reflection: 
During the Sacred Paschal Triduum we embrace Christ’s Death and Resurrection. The Liturgy constantly invites us into 
this Paschal Mystery and invites us to appreciate it as one event. In the Prayer after Communion today, there is mention 
of both Christ’s Death and Resurrection, and so we who receive Holy Communion today do so with a full appreciation 
that Christ’s Death on the Cross is the path to his Resurrection. And so it is for the Christian; we who receive Christ, share 
in his risen life even as we celebrate his Death. 
This work that is accomplished in us by Christ’s Death and Resurrection invites us to live in this mystery. We strive to 
unite our own dying and rising to his. What are the daily “deaths” that we experience? What are the daily “resurrections” 
that are part of our life? As we are nourished with the Body and Blood of Christ today, let us be sure to unite our own 
dying and rising to his. 
 

Prayer: 
God of the Passover, help us to see your saving pattern of dying and rising in our own life today. Help us to remember to 
unite this to the saving action of Jesus Christ, your Son, this day. 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
THE EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT 
 

Collect: 
O God, who make this most sacred night radiant 
with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection, 
stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, 
so that, renewed in body and mind, 
we may render you undivided service. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection: 
Unless you are the presider at the Easter Vigil, you likely wouldn’t realize there is a Collect for this mother of all holy vigils. 
This prayer, handed down over the centuries almost unchanged from the Gelasian Sacramentary, could get lost amid all the 
other prayers of this night. Yet it is this very Collect that summarizes the purpose of what the Spirit stirs up this night when 
the Church gives birth to, anoints, and feeds “new Christs.” 
This Collect reminds us that the gift of adoption, freely given by the Father, is not simply about to whom we belong but to 
what we are called: the life-giving mission of Christ to the world. Whether we are many years from our Baptism or newly  
perfumed with the scent of Chrism, each one of us and together as one body are called to serve this mission of giving  
Praise to the Father in heaven and continuing Christ’s presence on earth. 
 

Prayer: 
Lord, stir up in me the Spirit of Christ you first placed in my heart on the day you called me your own. 
United with your people, may I give you my entire being as Christ gave himself for the life of the world. 
 

Prayer after Communion: 
Pour out on us, O Lord, the Spirit of your love, 
and in your kindness make those you have nourished 
by this paschal Sacrament 
one in mind and heart. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Reflection: 
ALL that we have done this night has led us to this point! All of it has led to here, to this moment. We have heard, once again, 
of the great presence and action of our God in our midst, since the beginning of time, to claim us, to make us his own, to  
restore us and all creation to what he intended from the beginning. After the intense preparation of Lent, the Catechumens 
have died in the font and, after them, the baptized have renewed that death and new life. Those reborn in the water have 
been anointed with the fullness of the Spirit; and those of us who have been renewed in that Spirit have walked with them to 
the culmination of it all – the Eucharist. THIS is what we have been praying, fasting, and giving alms for! THIS is what our  
self-denial has brought us to! THIS is what Lent has prepared us for: the renewal of Baptism and its first reception. 
But that Baptism and renewal are not the end. We baptize and renew Baptism precisely in order that we might approach with 
awe, on this night, the great Altar of the Lamb, and once again, fresh in the Spirit, stretch out our hands and receive the 
Bread of Life and the Cup of eternal salvation! THIS is the culmination of it all – the Paschal Eucharist. So what do we do after 
ward, the air thick with Alleluia and the aroma of Chrism? We pause, we revel in it all, we savor what the Lord has done for us 
and, in faith and trust, we dare to ask one more time – we ask for more of what the Lord has just done for us: make us one! 
By all that we have witnessed this night and by all that you have done, Lord – may it all make us one. One in body; one in 
spirit; one in mind and heart; one in faith; one in death; and one in life! Through you, Lord. Always and only through you! 
 

Prayer: 
What more can I ask, Lord of all Creation, than in all that I do and in all that I say, may I be joined to 
you through the great Paschal Mystery of your Son. In his Death and Resurrection we have been reborn. 
For that, may I always and everywhere give you thanks and praise, through Christ our Lord. 

 


