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Diocesan Philosophy 
 

The diocesan Religious Education Office is commissioned by the Bishop to support and 

promote lifelong catechesis for the diocese of Gary. The office aims to collaborate with the 

communities of the diocese, varied culture and background. It is within this diversity that the 

REO encourages the unfolding nature of the Catholic tradition and the shared calling to be 

witnesses to the fullest expression of God’s love, Jesus Christ. 
 

 

St. Matthias Religious Education Philosophy 
 

 We at St. Matthias abide in the Church’s teaching handed down from the Apostles to the 

Founding Fathers. With a history rich in Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture we find the 

Truth manifested in apostolic secession, the Magisterium and guided by the Holy Spirit through 

the Holy See. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” Matthew 28: 19-20.  The words of Jesus the Christ ring through to all generations to all 

places, through the centuries and shall continue to the end of the age as Jesus proclaims, “I will 

be with you always even to the end of time.” 

 

Please note: The sacrament of Holy Eucharist is a two year program beginning with the 

reception of the sacrament of Penance in the second grade. Confirmation is also a two year 

program, beginning in the seventh grade with a class in morality. Confirmation will then be 

received in the eight grade. 
 

 

Criteria for the Authentic Presentation  

of the Christian Message     
          

The Word of God contained in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition is the single source of the 

fundamental criteria for the presentation of the Christian message.   

 •    •    •    •    Centers on Jesus Christ 

••••    Introduces the Trinitarian dimensions of the Gospel message 

••••    Proclaims the Good News of salvation and liberation 

••••    Comes from and leads to the Church 

••••    Has a historical character 

••••    Seeks enculturation and preserves the integrity and purity of the message 

••••    Offers the comprehensive message of the Gospel and respects its inherent hierarchy 

of truths 

••••    Communicates the profound dignity of the human person 

••••    Fosters a common language of the Faith 

 

Ref. #25 National Directory for Catechesis, 

  United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
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Mass Attendance 
 

The celebration of Sunday observes the moral commandment inscribed by nature in the human 

heart to render to God an outward, visible, public, and regular worship “as a sign of His 

universal beneficence to all.” Sunday worship fulfills the moral command of the Old Covenant, 

taking up its rhythm and spirit in the weekly celebration of the Creator and redeemer of His 

people. #2176 Catechism of the Catholic Church 

The Sunday celebration of the Lord’s Day and His Eucharist is at the heart of the Church’s 

life. “Sunday is the day on which the paschal mystery is celebrated in light of the apostolic 

tradition and is to be observed as the foremost holy day of obligation in the universal Church”. 

#2177 Catechism of the Catholic Church 

 

The precepts of the Church specifies the law of the Lord more precisely: On Sundays and 

holy days of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass”. 

(# 2180- 2195  the Catechism of the Catholic Church)  

 

Curriculum 
 

The textbooks used at St. Matthias are from Ignatius Press. The Faith and Life Series is a 

complete program for the parish catechetical year. This program helps the children explore 

their faith, develop morally and grow in religious understanding and practice. Deeply rooted in 

Scripture, it’s solid catechetical method helps children learn the teachings of the Catholic 

Church and live their faith each year. The texts and guides are found to be in conformity with 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church by the U.S. Bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the 

Use of the Catechism, and of course  approved by the Diocese of Gary.  

 

Church Law, Prayers, Fee, Progress Reports 
 

Church law states that it is necessary for a person to be Baptized before receiving the 

Sacraments so it is necessary for us to keep a record. If the student has not been baptized at St. 

Matthias please bring in their baptismal certificate as soon as possible. 

 

Prayers are a most important and traditional part of the faith. Because religious education 

classes meet only once a week prayer memorization needs to be practiced outside of class.

        

 

Religious Education fee for registered members of the parish will be 65.00 dollars per student 

not to exceed 175.00 dollars per family. 

 

Progress reports are an essential tool in evaluation the comprehension of each student and will 

be given out at the end of each semester. 
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Sacraments 
 

First Reconciliation/Confession preparation will be in the second grade. Reception for this 

sacrament be on Monday, March 21, 2011 for all second grade students and will be during 

regular class time.   

 

First Communion/Eucharist preparation will be in the third grade. 

The date for First Holy Communion/Eucharist is Sunday, May 1, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.. 

 

Confirmation preparation is a two year program and begins in seventh grade with a study of 

morality. In eighth grade the students make their final preparations to receive the Sacrament 

of Confirmation.  The date for this Sacrament is at the discretion of the Bishop.  
   

 

Student Guidelines 
 

Conduct and dress should be that of a Christian student. No running, loud talking or 

inappropriate behavior is acceptable.  Midriff tops, tight or too short clothing, objectionable 

pictures or sayings on clothing will not be permitted. Proper language is expected at all times. 

 

Students are to be respectful to the adults, each other, church property and always 

conduct themselves in an orderly manner. 

 

Toys, computer games, or cell phones are not to be brought to classes.    

 

Students will be expected to bring completed homework assignments and their textbooks to 

class as needed. 

 

Attendance - Arrival/Departure 
 

Attendance on a regular basis is most important for the spiritual growth of the student. 

Please instill in your child the importance of religious education. We ask that the religious 

education office be notified in the event of each absence. If excessive absences occur the 

advancement of the student to the next grade could be put in jeopardy.   

Please be kind and be on time (5:00 pm), tardiness can be upsetting to the class, 

catechists, and student when interruptions occur.   
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Arrival/ departure continued: 
 

Cancellation of Crown Point public school classes because of inclement weather will result in 

cancellation of religious education classes also. Should we have to cancel classes for any reason, 

every effort will be made to notify all families as soon as possible.  If you are uncertain about 

class or outside the Crown Point school system, please call 662-4281 or check the church 

website, www.stmatthiasparish@sbcglobal.net.  
 

If the public school has a half day session religious education classes will continue as scheduled. 
 

Arrival and departure from the hall will be under the canopy.  To drop off students you may 

drive up facing south under the canopy. To pick up students we ask that you line up facing 

north with the car line circling the Church. This will ensure that the pick up line does not 

interfere with the construction project. (see diagram)   
 

For their own safety, no student is to leave the hall until their name is called . Please place your 

child’s name(s) on a card in your window when entering the pickup line.  Car pooling will not be 

a problem. Just mention to the caller that more than one student is to be picked up. 
 

For the safety of the children, please stay in line until the previous cars have moved.   
 

Please be aware that we have classes in the Church, and children will be crossing the 

parking lot so that they can be dismissed from the hall.  Use the utmost caution when 

driving through the pickup line.  Everyone will be dismissed from the hall unless other 

arrangements are made. 
 

If you wish to enter the building and pick up your child, please park in the lot so as not to 

interrupt the traffic flow as the children leave classes. 
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Precepts of the Church 
 

Positive laws  made by Church authorities to guarantee for the faithful the indispensable 

minimum in prayer and moral effort, for the sake of their growth in love of God and 

neighbor.  (Catechism of the Catholic Church #2041-43) 

 

You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor.  

You shall confess your sins at least once a year. 

You shall receive the sacrament at least once during the Easter season. 

You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by the Church. 

You shall help to provide the needs of the Church. 

The faithful also have the duty of providing for the material needs of the Church, each to his 

abilities. 

The Church is ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC, and APOSTOLIC. 
 

 

About St. Matthias, Feast day, May 14 
 

From the Acts of the Apostles we learn that Matthias has been one of the companions of our 

Savior from the day of His baptism by John.” 

 

When there was a question of election of an apostle to take the place of Judas Iscarot who 

betrayed Jesus, Peter spoke: “Of these men who have been in our company all the time that 

the Lord Jesus moved among, from John’s baptism until the day that He was taken from us, 

of these one must be come a witness with us of His Resurrection.”  

 

Two men were proposed: Barsabbas and Matthias, and the latter was chosen by lot. It was 

after this occurrence that the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles , among whom 

Matthias was numbered. 

 

Matthias preached the Gospel and stressed the value of self-denial. He continually called the 

people to do penance for their sins. 

 

According to the Eastern Church, Matthias suffered martyrdom in Colchis, which is now 

called Ethiopia. 

 

St. Matthias is sometimes called the thirteenth apostle.  His shrine and remains are  

Triers, Germany  
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Prayers 
The Sign of the Cross 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Hail Mary 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  Blessed art thou 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy 

Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of 

our death.  Amen. 

Glory Be 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in 

the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Our Father 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom 

come; thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  Amen. 

Act of Contrition 

 

Oh my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended You.  I detest all  

my sins because of Your just punishments, but most of all because they 

offend You, my God, who are all good and deserving of all my love.   

I firmly resolve, with the help of Your grace, to sin no more and to avoid 

the near occasion of sin again.  Amen. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 

ST. JOHN VIANNEY 

5 6 

TRANSFIGURATION 

OF OUR LORD 

7 

8 9 

 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 

ASSUMPTION OF 

THE BLESSED  

VIRGIN MARY 

16 

R.E. 

REGISTRATION 

DAYS  

 

17 

R.E. 

REGISTRATION 

DAYS 

18 19 20 21 

ST. PIUS X 

22 

QUEENSHIP OF 

MARY 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30  

GRADES 1 TO 8  

5:00 TO 6:30PM 

 

RE CLASSES 

31 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30PM 

 

RE CLASSES 

    

August 2010 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

SPEAKER  

SEPTEMBER OR 

OCTOBER TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

  1 2 3 4 

5 6 

 

LABOR DAY 

 

NO CLASS 

7 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5 TO 6:30PM 

 

RE CLASSES 

8 

BLUE MASS 

(POLICE,FIRE, 

EMTS, ETC) 

9 10 11 

12 13 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5 TO 6:30PM 

 

RE CLASSES 

14 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5 TO 6:30PM 

 

RE CLASSES 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5 TO 6:30 PM 

(IN CHURCH) 

RE CLASSES 

21 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5 TO 6:30PM 

(IN CHURCH) 

RE CLASSES 

22 23 

 

GARAGE SALE 

24 

 

GARAGE SALE 

 

25 

26 27  

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5 TO 6:30 

 

RE CLASSES 

28 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5 TO 6:30 

 

RE CLASSES 

29 FEAST OF 

ST. MICHAEL, 

ST. GABRIEL, AND 

RAPHAEL 

ARCHANGELS 

30 

ST. JEROME 

  

September 2010 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

ST. THERESE OF  

LISIEUX, THE  

LITTLE FLOWER 

2 

FEAST OF  

GUARDIAN 

 ANGELS 

3 4  ST. FRANCIS 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

5 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

6 7 

OUR LADY  

OF THE ROSARY 

ALL DAY ROSARY 

8 9 

10 11 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

12 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

13 

 

14 

EXALTATION OF 

THE CROSS 

ALL PARISH MTG 

15 

ST TERESA OF 

AVILA 

16 

17 18  ST . LUKE 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

19 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

26 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

27 28 

STS. 

SIMON AND JUDE 

APOSTLES 

29 30 

31 

ALL’S HOLY  

EVENING 

      

October 2010 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

FEAST OF ALL      

    SAINTS 

       NO 

RE CLASSES 

2 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

HOLY SOULS 

3 4 5 6 

7 8 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

9 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

16 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

23 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

24 25 

 THANKSGIVING 

  GIVE THANKS 

26 27 

28  

ST. ANDREW,        

    APOSTLE 

FIRST SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

29 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

30 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

    

November 2010 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

ST. NICHOLAS  

      VISITS  

AFTER  MASS 

5 

ST. NICHOLAS  

VISITS AFTER  

ALL MASSES 

6  FEAST OF 

ST. NICHOLAS 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

7 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

8 

IMMACULATE  

CONCEPTION 

HOLY DAY OF  

OBLIGATION 

9 10 11 

12 

OUR LADY OF  

GUADALUPE 

13 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

14 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

21 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

22 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

23 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

24 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

NATIVITY OF OUR 

LORD 

26 27 

ST. JOHN, 

APOSTLE 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

28 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

29 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

30 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

31 

CHRISTMAS  

VACATION 

 

December 2010 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

SOLEMNITY OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY 

2 3 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

4 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

5 6 7 8 

9 10 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

11 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 

MLK DAY 

 

NO CLASSES 

18 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

25 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30  

RE CLASSES 

26 27 28 29 

30 31 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

     

January 2011 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

2 

PRESENTATION 

OF OUR LORD IN 

THE TEMPLE 

3 

ST. BLAISE 

4 5 

6 7 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

8 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

9 10 11 

OUR LADY OF 

LOURDES 

12 

13 14 ST. VALENTINE 

(TRADITIONAL) 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

15 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

16 17 18 19 

20 21 

PRESIDENTS DAY 

 

 

NO CLASSES 

22 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

     

February 2011 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

2 3 4 5 

6 7 

MARDI GRAS  

SETUP 

 

NO CLASSES 

8  

MARDI GRAS 

CELEBRATION 

 

NO CLASSES 

9 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

10 11 12 

13 14 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

15 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

16 17  

FEAST OF 

ST. PATRICK 

18 19 

FEAST OF  

ST. JOSEPH 

20 21   FIRST  

CONFESSION 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

22 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

23 24 25 

ANNUNCIATION 

OF OUR LORD 

26 

27 28 

 

SPRING BREAK 

NO CLASSES 

29 

 

SPRING BREAK 

NO CLASSES 

30 31   

March 2011 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

5 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

12 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

13 14 15 16 

17 18 

HOLY WEEK 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

19 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

20 

SPY WEDNESDAY 

21 

HOLY TRIDUUM 

HOLY THURSDAY 

22 

HOLY TRIDUUM 

GOOD FRIDAY 

23 

HOLY TRIDUUM 

HOLY SATURDAY 

24 

EASTER SUNDAY 

25 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

26 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

27 28 29 30 

April 2011 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1      FIRST HOLY  

      COMMUNION 

       2:00 MASS 

DIVINE MERCY 

SUNDAY 11:00 

2 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

3  STS. PHILIP AND 

JAMES, APOSTLES 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

4 5 6 7 

8 

 

9 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

10 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

11 12 13 14 

 

15 16 

GRADES 1 TO 8 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

LAST DAY 

17 

GRADES 1 TO 5 

5:00 TO 6:30 

RE CLASSES 

LAST DAY 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

May 2011 


